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The Test in the Wilderness
(Matt. 4:1-11)

Right after Jesus was baptized in the river of Jordan, he was led by the
spirit and tempted by the devil. The place where he was baptized was the
wilderness. There is no road in the wilderness and nothing to rely on but God.

1. Tell these stones to become bread
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“After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter
came to him and said, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell these stones
to become bread” (Matt 4:2-3).

Some are tempted by the material, others are weak in the
temptation of the rational, and another is weak in the honor of
the world. The first temptation in the wilderness was about bread,
which means the problem of eating and living, and the problem
of material, in a word, the problem of money. Jesus says that the
unique thing that he balances with God is the materials (Matt 6:24).

Jesus rejected the first temptation from tempter in the
Matthew 4:4, which is written, “Man shall not live on bread alone,
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2. Throw yourself down from the highest point of the temple
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Secondly, the devil takes Jesus to the highest point of the temple that
is the highest point in the castle of Jerusalem. People like the highest point.
They like to conquer something. That's why they like to fight to get an
important title and come up from the rank.

The Satan took him to a very high
mountain, and by quoting the word of Psalm
91:11-12, tested Jesus there. But he said, “Do
not put the Lord your God to the test” (Matt
4:7), and Jesus defeated the Satan’s test.
Nevertheless, Satan makes us test our God. Will
God do something for us? Won't he do it for
us? Does God really love me? Doesn't he love
us? But Jesus tells us not to test God. Because
his staying with us and the covenant never
changes, God is always our subject but never
the subject of test.

3. Bow down and worship Satan

The Satan tempts Jesus to bow down and
worship him for giving the glory of the earth.
It is correct for Jesus to come to the world in
order to get back all power of the world that
was deprived by the enemy, Satan. But the way
is the cross. That is God’s way.

Jesus bravely said, “Satan, withdraw!”
When praying, we should communicate with
God. When we face Satan, we should not
hesitate. We should be firm.

My beloved Christians,
Jesus took the victory of all tests in the
wilderness just as God’s word was written. Just

like Jesus who threw out the temptation of materials, the desire of honor, and
the temptation of a wrong way that could be gained at the time, we should
win all the tests with bold and strong faith. By taking a victory, I earnestly
hope that you will be the people of the Lord.
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